
August 23, 2021 
 
The Honorable Kurt Schrader 
U.S. House of Representatives  
Washington D.C. 20515 
 
Dear Congressman Schrader: 
 
We, the undersigned state and local officials from your district, are asking you to seize a once-
in-a-generation opportunity to help our communities recover by creating and sustaining millions 
of good paying jobs, putting us on the path to 100% clean energy, and building a more equitable 
and just society. 
 
The impacts of climate change are here. In the last year alone, Oregon saw a deadly heatwave 
that killed at least 115 people, an ice storm that left tens of thousands without power for days, 
and the most destructive wildfire season in our history. Things are only going to get worse, and 
the people of Oregon deserve action now from our elected leaders.  
 
We support the bipartisan infrastructure bill that just passed the Senate, which contains some 
important investments in clean energy research and development, initial funding for lead pipe 
replacements, and electric buses. However, alone it is not enough to meet the moment on 
climate or environmental justice. 
 
Clean energy is the fastest-growing industry in America. It can revitalize domestic 
manufacturing and expand high-quality union jobs to help rebuild the middle class. Now is the 
time for bold leadership and urgent action. That is why we are asking you to vote yes to swiftly 
pass the budget resolution and reconciliation package that will: 

 Cut carbon pollution by at least half by 2030 and 

 Put our nation on the path to 100% carbon-free energy powering our electricity grid and 
new cars, buses, and buildings by 2035; 

 Deliver at least 40% of investment benefits to communities of color and low income 
communities that have borne the brunt of fossil fuel pollution;  

 And harness our public lands and waters as part of climate solutions. 
 
At the state and local level, Oregon leaders are making strides to put us on a path toward a 
clean energy future with justice and equity centered. This year, the Oregon Legislature passed a 
law mandating 100 percent clean electricity by 2040 — one of the fastest state timelines in the 
nation. Cities and counties across Oregon and your district are doing their part by passing 
climate change plans while also being on the frontlines as the impacts of climate change hit 
hard to our communities. 
 
It’s time for the federal government to join us by making the significant investments our 
communities need for clean energy, justice, and jobs.  
 
Please vote yes to support the $3.5 trillion budget resolution when it comes to a vote the week 
of August 23rd.  
 
Sincerely,
  

Christine Lewis  Metro Councilor, District 2 
Claire Hall   Lincoln County Commissioner 
Rob Wagner   Oregon Senate Majority Leader; State Senator, District 19 
Deb Patterson   State Senator, District 10 
Andrea Salinas  State Representative, District 38 
Courtney Neron  State Representative, District 26 
Teresa Alonso León  State Representative, District 22 



Mark Gamba   Mayor, City of Milwaukie 
Kathy Hyzy   Council President, City of Milwaukie 
Lisa Batey   City Councilor, City of Milwaukie 
Trevor Phillips   City Councilor, Ward 3, City of Salem 
Virginia Stapleton  City Councilor, Ward 1, City of Salem 
Cynthia Jacobi  City Councilor, City of Newport 

 
 
 


