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Electing Pro-Environment Candidates Up and Down the Ballot
Unigque Challenges facing us this Unprecendented Flection

Barack Obama is indeed changing the shape of Oregon’s
electorate, providing unique challenges and opportunities for
OLCV in our work to elect pro-environment candidates.

In Marion County, as with the nation, we have seen a huge
increase in voter registration this year, with the biggest increases
among younger voters, people of color, non-college voters and
unmarried women. These voters tend to be pro-environment,
but they are also much harder to reach: they are less likely to
watch network television, they don’t read their mail, and many
don’t read local newspapers.

The challenge we face is how to take the energy around this
historic Presidential election and transfer it to environmental
leaders running for state and local offices. Many new voters
are unfamiliar with down-ballot races and they resist casting
an uninformed vote, so it is critically important that we make
direct connections with these voters to inform them about our
endorsed state and local pro-environment candidates.

This is why it’s essential that every one of us works to spread
the word to voters about the importance of voting for candidates
at every level of government. We need to let them know which
candidates will take responsible action to curb global warming
and who has a vision for protecting our farm and forestland,
keeping our air and water clean, and preserving the special
places in Oregon. In short, we need to let them know who has
received OLCV’s Seal of Approval.

We can’t do it without your help. We're asking you to
spend one afternoon or evening between now and November
to educate voters about Richard Riggs and inform them about
what’s at stake for these local, down ballot races. Here is a
snapshot of an exciting pro-environment cadidate OLCV is
working hard to elect in Marion County:

Richard Riggs
Richard Riggs is in a tough election battle against Vicki Berger
for House District 20.

Richard is a third generation Oregonian, and after serving twenty
years in the Navy he chose to return to home because of Oregon’s
exceptional quality of life. As a lifelong outdoorsman, Rich
understands the value of a clean and healthy environment.

In Rich’s own words, “Oregon is blessed with some of the
richest farmlands in the world, abundant wildlife and fisheries,
and a diversity of ecosystems in a compact geographic area.
An important part our economy and cultural heritage is based
on natural resources, including farming and salmon fishing.
Protection of riparian habitats is essential to help preserve year
round stream flows, maintain water quality, improve salmon
habitat all of which benefit our economy, cultural heritage and
exceptional quality of life.”

Riggs understands the importance of responsible land use and,
unlike his opponent, he supported Measure 49. In short, Richard
Riggs gets it.

We need your help to elect Richard Riggs. We’'ll be phoning
twice a week until Election Day. Volunteer for three hours and
help inform voters about Richard and what is at stake this year.
Your three hours could make a lasting difference. Sign up to
volunteer at www.olcv.org/events.

Help OLCYV elect Richard Riggs
for State Representative in HD 20!

Join us at one of these phonebanks:

Tuesdays, Oct 14,21,28, 5:30-8:30 PM
Thursdays, Oct 16, 23, 30, 5:30-8:30 PM

Where: SEIU office, | 730 Commercial SE.

Please consider making a donation to support our work in Marion County. Remember, through the Oregon Political Tax credit the
first $50 for an individual ($100 for a couple) will come back to you on your state tax return.
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