
Autumn 2005

THE CONSERVATION  VOTER

The Quarterly Newsletter
of the Oregon League of Conservation Voters

Get Yer Scorecard!  Get Yer Scorecard!
by Kevin Finney, OLCV Political Director

If you ever went to a professional baseball game
as a kid, you probably remember the vendor
standing just inside the gate.  He held a copy of
the program aloft in one hand and in a voice
louder than thunder would bark, “Programs, get
your programs.  You can’t tell the players without
a program.”  Your dad pulled out a dollar, and
the program was yours.  Then he’d ask, do you
want a Scorecard to go with that?  And for
another quarter you’d get a Scorecard too.

Well, the same idea lies behind OLCV’s 2005
Environmental Scorecard for the Oregon Legislature.
You can’t tell the legislative players, and where
they really stand on environmental issues,
without knowing how they vote.

Unfortunately, as the 2005 Scorecard shows, too
many Oregon legislators need to be benched for
their poor play.

Let’s start with some of the most glaring examples:
House Speaker Karen Minnis (R-Wood Village)
earned a 13% for the 2005 session.  That means
out of the 17 key environmental votes, Minnis
sided with the environment only twice.

However, Speaker Minnis was not the biggest
disappointment in the House.  Two legislators -
Jerry Krummel (R-Wilsonville), and Kim Thatcher
(R-Keizer) - earned a big fat ZERO.

They couldn’t even bring themselves to vote for
the two rather uncontroversial pieces of legislation
that Karen Minnis supported: HB 3363, which
established energy efficiency standards for 11
appliances, and passed the House 55-3; and SB
82, which created a task force to review Oregon’s
land use planning system for the first time since
the 1970s.  It passed 56-3 in the House.

Of course, not only Republicans played badly.  For
instance, Representative Mike Schaufler (D-Happy
Valley) earned an unacceptable 38% score. He
voted for a “Do-Nothing” policy on global
warming, to divert money away from State Parks,
and to eliminate
funding for the
Governor’s Wil-
lamette River
cleanup.  He
also co-authored
an opinion piece
in The Ore-
gonian that
called for dan-
gerous and
unsustainable
levels of logging
in the Tillamook
and Clatsop
State Forests.

Was there a
difference be-
tween the House
and Senate?
Absolutely.

Overall, the
House passed a wide variety of bills that would
have rolled back safeguards that protect Oregon’s
water, air, land, and wildlife.  The House also
blocked passage of several bills that would better
protect the environment.   Speaker of the House
Karen Minnis was particularly skillful –
unfortunately – in manipulating the political
process to benefit powerful polluters.

The Senate, while far from perfect, did a much
better job.  The vast majority of the anti-

To view the Scorecard online, go to
www.olcv.org/scorecard.  Or, call us at 503-
224-4011 and we’ll mail one to you.
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environmental measures passed in the House died in a Senate Committee or in
the full Senate.  But even the Senate joined the House in promoting increased
logging in the Tillamook and Clatsop State Forest, despite the fact that Oregon
Dept. of Forestry scientists believe current logging levels are unsustainable.

Who were those few legislators who
always voted the right way when it came
to the environment?  Out of 90 legislators,
there are only six 100 percenters: Senator
Ginny Burdick and Representatives Jackie
Dingfelder, Mary Nolan, Diane
Rosenbaum, Chip Shields, and Carolyn
Tomei.  Now in baseball terms, that’s our
All-Star Team!

There were other heroes for the environ-
ment as well who showed true leadership,
even if they cast some votes against the
environment.   Check out the Scorecard for
more details.

But these heroes are in the minority.  In the
House, only 20 of the 60 Representatives
scored 75% or higher.

This is why the 2006 elections are critical.  We need to elect only another three
or four pro-environment leaders in the House to really change the dynamics of
that body for the better.

Some critical races are already starting
to take shape.  It looks as if House
Speaker Minnis, for one, will face a
strong challenge from a pro-
environment challenger.   In other seats,
OLCV is working with allies to recruit
candidates who will take seriously our
responsibility to protect the environment for future generations.

So now you know the players, or at least a few of them.  To learn more, visit
our website (www.olcv.org) and check out the 2005 Scorecard in detail.

Holiday Party!
Monday, December 5th, 5:30-8:00pm

Want to help elect a new team?
Please consider giving a special gift
to support OLCV’s work in the
2006 elections.  You can mail it to
320 SW Stark # 530, Portland 97204,
or give online at www.olcv.org.

Food, Entertainment, No-Host Bar ~~~~~  Suggested donation of $20

He needs politicians who
will go to bat for clean
water, clean air, and a
healthy future -- not cor-
porate polluters.

Windows Skyroom at the Red Lion Hotel, 1021 NE Grand Ave., Portland

Call 503-224-4011 for more information

Mark your calendars for the Oregon Conservation Network’s



Would those legislators take more seriously
environmental lobbyists, including OLCV’s, when
we make the case to them about the need to
prioritize common sense efforts to protect Oregon’s
environment for future generations?  Definitely.

But we should not exaggerate this impact.  If our
elected officials don’t share our values, it is much
harder for us to grab their attention with these
tactics.  This strategy is most effective with friendly
legislators, where the act of showing up and talking
to them about clean air, clean water, and a healthy
environment, will help them prioritize those issues.

So what do we do with legislators like Speaker of
the House Karen Minnis (R-Troutdale) or Majority
Leader Wayne Scott (R-Canby)?  They led the
House on a quest to please big corporations at the
expense of ordinary citizens.

Clean up the Willamette River?  No, the polluters
who’ll have to clean up their act wouldn’t like that.
Promote bio-diesel as a non-toxic, renewable
alternative to petroleum diesel?  Heaven forbid we
should offend big oil.  A dozen other examples
could be given.

For legislators like this, it may be enlightening for us
to attend the occasional Town Hall where they are
speaking, but the appropriate response to them is to
elect somebody new.  Nothing grabs the attention of
an elected official more than replacing them!

Each of us has a responsibility as a citizen to go
door-to-door, make get-out-the-vote phone calls,
and contribute what we can financially, on behalf
of leaders who will represent us.

Either through OLCV, or by working directly for a
candidate you believe in, every OLCV member
should seize the attention of our elected officials
and demand that they protect our children’s health
today and our grandkids’ legacy tomorrow.

Sincerely,

Jonathan Poisner
Executive Director

From OLCV Executive Director Jonathan Poisner

Last month, I attended
a Town Hall hosted by
my State Senator Kate
Brown and State Rep-

resentative Diane Rosenbaum.

About 40 people filled the SEIU union hall at 26 th and
Powell in southeast Portland on a damp October
evening.

It was an interesting lesson in democracy.

The legislators gave their overview of the session, then
opened it up for questions and answers.  About
twenty minutes into this Q&A, it quickly became
apparent that a chiropractor had arranged for
somewhere between 6-10 of his patients to come and
complain about the way insurance regulations – or
the lack thereof – were allowing insurance companies
to deny coverage to his patients.

If you polled residents of my House district on what
issues demand action, health care would be in the
top handful, but chiropractic coverage probably
would not.  Yet, based on the reactions of the
legislators at this meeting, I have zero doubt that they
will pay attention to the issue in the coming months.

Whether they’ll come out of that process on the side
of the chiropractor and his patients I don’t know.  But
I am sure the time and attention of the legislators and
their staff has been shifted – at least somewhat – to
the issue.

This shift took 10 people.

What if you found 10 people in your neighborhood
to show up at a Town Hall to ask questions about
why the Legislature cut the Department of
Environmental Quality budget to eliminate 3 of the 4
monitoring stations in the Portland area to test for
toxics in the air?

Or to talk about pollution in the Willamette River,
out of control sprawl, the loss of wildlife habitat, or a
myriad of other issues?

Would legislators work harder in the Interim to
prepare potential solutions for the next Legislative
Session?  Absolutely.
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Donate monthl y to OLCV and sa ve a tr ee!
Through our Sustaining Member program, you can donate monthly or quarterly to OLCV through your credit card
or bank account.  It's easy and convenient: you set the amount, withdrawals are automatic, and you can increase,
decrease or stop your donations at any time.

In addition to saving paper and administrative costs, your consistent and reliable donations help provide dependable
funding for OLCV, allowing us to respond quickly to urgent issues, and to plan for our future.

Please charge my:   q  VISA   q  MasterCard

Card #:

Expiration Date:

Signature:

Yes!  Sign me up as a Sustaining Member!

Thank you!

Cut out this form and send it to: OLCV, 320 SW Stark, Ste. 530, Portland, OR 97204.

OLCV’s New Development Associate Wants You to Host a House Party!
In the next few months, there’s a chance you’ll get a phone call from someone with a
southern accent. Don’t worry, it’s not the South Carolina League of Conservation Vot-
ers calling for your support – it’s OLCV’s new Development Associate, Claire Sullivan ,
who is, in fact, originally from the South.

Claire fell in love with Oregon after visiting the Columbia River Gorge, Cannon Beach,
and Powell’s Books. After college, she decided to move to the West Coast and make Oregon

her home.  Prior to joining the OLCV staff, Claire worked at Lewis & Clark College.

And speaking of home, Claire’s really excited about House Parties, which are a fun, unique way to grow
the OLCV family and raise money for OLCV’s work to elect pro-environment champions. With the 2006
elections right around the corner, this is a great time to host your own party.  We’ll provide a speaker to
talk about our Scorecard (see p.1) and the 2006 elections, and help you plan a successful party.  Contact
Claire at claire@olcv.org or 503-224-4011 for more information!

I would like to contribute this amount:
q   $100 q   $50 q   $25
q   $10 q   $5 q   $

I would like to contribute this often:
q   Monthly q   Quarterly

($5 minimum)

Please withdraw my donation from my:
q  Checking acct: please send a voided check.
q  Credit card: please fill in the info below.


