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   OLCV Releases  Candidate  Endorsements

Which candidates  deserve  your  support ?

 
We just released the names of the candidates that OLCV has endorsed, based on their commitment to
our environment, environmental record, and  leadership skills.
 
You can view the endorsement list by clicking here. 
 
The list includes our endorsements as of March 23, 2006. We are still evaluating candidates in additional
races.  Click here  to read more about OLCV's endorsement process

 

Bad Air:  Oregon's  Dirty  Little  Secret

Oregon  Earns  a Third Place  in  Race to  the Bottom
Commentary by Jonathan Poisner
 
Recently, the Environmental Protection Agency released a report on our nation's most contaminated
air.  As might be expected, New York and California were at the top of the list.  What we didn't expect
is that Oregon came in number three.  (Read the story in the LA Times)

 
While Departemnt of Environmental Quality officials were quick to state that the rankings were
inaccurate because other states submitted different types of data, it's also clear that the DEQ has a
long road ahead of it if Oregon's air is to be safe.  As of now, 63 out of every million of us face cancer
because of dirty air, while 1 in a million is generally considered safe.  And that doesn't count the many
other types of illnesses generated by toxic chemicals when we breathe them. 
 
For much of the last decade, DEQ  has seemed more interested in "getting along" with major industrial
polluters than in pushing for quicker progress in cleaning the air.   Of course, much of the blame for this
lies with the Oregon Legislature.  For the last decade, every time DEQ appeared poised to take strong
steps for the environment, Republican leaders in the Legislature would brow-beat them and threaten to
withhold funding.  Some democrats were also complicit in this.  DEQ budgets have been consistently
set at levels lower than is necessary to enforce the law. 
 
In 2005, some progress was made in DEQ's 2005 budget for water quality, with Senate Democratic
leaders and the Governor leading the way.  But as a price, DEQ's air quality program was "decimated,"
in the words of DEQ Air Quality Administrator Andy Ginsburg.   Adopting a "what we don't know can't
hurt us" motto, House Speaker Karen Minnis led an effort in 2005 to virtually eliminate funding for
monitoring for toxic chemicals in the air -- even though the prior  monitoring was finding unsafe levels.
 
In the months ahead, there will be more opportunities to learn about threats posed to Oregonians by
unsafe air and steps the Legislature and DEQ can take to protect our children's health.   In
the meantime, if you want to read more about air quality in Oregon, check out the air quality chapter
from OLCV Education Fund's 2006 Legislative Handbook.
 
And help us fight back.  We need to elect leaders who understand that people have the right to breathe
the air without getting sick.  With growing numbers of our kids with asthma, too many families are
paying the price for this neglect.   
 
Read more...



 
 
It's  Dinner  Time  - OLCV Annual  Dinner  for  the Environment

Get Yer  Tickets  Online!

 
Washington Governor Christine O. Gregoire will be the keynote speaker at OLCV’s Ninth Annual 
“Dinner for the Environment." This gala event brings together leaders and supporters of Oregon’s
environmental community, including many elected officials and candidates for office, for an evening of
camaraderie and a display of unity and commitment to electing pro-environment candidates to office. 
Proceeds will support OLCV’s programs to educate voters,  elect candidates, and hold our elected
officials accountable.

When:  Friday, April  21st
Time:  No-host cocktails begin 5:30pm, Dinner and Program 7:00pm
Where:  Oregon Convention Center (777 NE MLK Blvd, Portland)
Cost:  Tickets $110, table sponsorships available
 
Buy your tickets online today!
 
For more information contact Molly by email or at 503-224-4011.
 

 
Candidates  for  Governor  Bash  Land  Use System

 
During contested primaries, candidates are bound to say some pretty outlandish things. But this one takes
the cake.  Earlier this week, in an article in the Oregonian, it was reported that Republican candidate Kevin
Mannix said the following:
 
"I can't wave a magic wand and get rid of LCDC [the agency that protects our land],"  he told Oregonians in
Action. "I can get rid of the commissioners."
 
Mannix said he would replace them with Oregonians in Action members. He later told The Oregonian
newspaper that was a "light remark," and said he would seek appointees whose beliefs matched those of
Oregonians in Action.
 
Of course Mannix isn't alone. Both other Republican candidates, Ron Saxton and Jason Atkinson are also
campaigning to significantly weaken our land use safeguards.   Atkinson says he'd use his line item veto to
lower LCDC's budget to $1.  Saxton says he wasn't  certain LCDC should be abolished. 
 
As the Oregonian put it in an editorial, "this is silly stuff."
 
Unfortunately, one of these three could very easily become our next Governor, threatening farm and
forestland, neighborhood and taxpayers, with the misguided notion that NOT planning for the future is a
good idea.  As the year progresses, citizens who believe that our children deserve better, will need to step
up and work on behalf of candidates who will put their children's interests first.
 
If you want to become a leader in this effort, click here.
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