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   A Sad Day for  Oregon  - Measure  37 Upheld  

On Tuesday, the news  sounded out across the land. 
 
The Oregon Supreme Court ruled that Measure 37 was constitutional. Of course that doesn't mean that
it's fair. 
 
Oregon has been a leader in preserving farmland and open space.  Now, we face an uphill battle -
fighting sprawling developments that threaten to gobble up fertile ground, dirty our water, and pollute our
air.
 
What a sad day for Oregon. 
 
Read thoughts from Executive Director, Jonathan Poisner, as he reflects on what this decision means for
our State.

The "Ben  Buzz"  - What  are  Your  Thoughts ?

Last week, Senator Ben Westlund (R-Tumalo) announced that he was going to shed his party ties and
run for Governor as an Independent. 
 
Mr. Westlund’s decision is getting both praise and criticisms from friends and foes alike.  
 
We want  to  hear  from  you.   What do you think about Mr. Westlund’s candidacy? Will  you vote for
him? Why or why not?
 
Please send all  comments to kendra@olcv.org for the opportunity to be published in the next edition of
OLCV Alert.
 
EditorÕs note:  Any  responses  are  subject  to  editing  and  publishing.  

Trees,  Traffic  and  Airsheds,  Oh My!

Now, with our new online edition of the   Oregon League of Conservation Voters Education Fund’s
Environmental Handbook for the Oregon Legislature , with a click of a mouse, you can access a wealth of
information about the conservation issues you most care about! 

The Environmental Handbook is part of the OLCV Education Fund's ongoing commitment to facilitate the
efforts of concerned Oregonians who believe in using the political process to protect Oregon’s
environment.
 
The Environmental Handbook is an easy-to-use source of information about some of the most critical
environmental issues facing Oregon today.

View the 2006 edition here.

The County  Corner  - Multnomah  in  the Spotlight
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By County Organizer, Anne Pernick
 
Endorsements,  Endorsements,  Endorsements!

 
Our volunteers have been working overtime in  Multnomah County !  As I write this, we find ourselves
smack in the middle of our endorsement process for the Primary Election. Overall, we expect to
interview 25 candidates .
 
So far this year, we have endorsed:

Erik Sten for re-election to the Portland City Council
Rob Brading for House District 49
Carolyn Tomei for House District 41
Diane Rosenbaum for House District 42
Chip Shields for House District 43
Jackie Dingfelder for House District

We should have most of our endorsements finalized by the middle of March.
 
Metro  Scorecard  
 
The  Multnomah County Chapter  also worked on the first-ever Metro Council Scorecard, showing who
has been a true steward of our water and farmland and wildlife in the Metro area.

Read the Scorecard here!  
 
What's going on in other counties? Click here to find out.

 

Jessica  goes  to  Salem

By Jessica Hamilton
 
By the time y'all read this, I will have just left OLCV on a new adventure - not another trip to Africa - but
for a new position working on environmental issues in Oregon.
 
I am excited to say that I will be working with Governor Ted Kulongoski as a Natural Resources Policy
Advisor on ocean protection and roadless forests issues.
 
My time with OLCV as Legislative Affairs Director was absolutely great, and I appreciate the support
that OLCV members have given to our political work in Oregon. Thank you!
 
Jessica,  we'll  miss  you  here  at OLCV, but  we look  forward  to  our  continued  work  together!  
Good  luck  in  your  new  endeavor!  -OLCV Staff

 

Support  OLCV Today

There are less than 90 days  left until the May 2006 primary!  This election year may not include a
presidential contest,  but don't think for a minute that it is unimportant for the environment.

Oregon voters will not only elect a Governor and members of Congress; we will also determine the
shape of the Oregon Legislature and many county commissions and city councils. These bodies of
government are often responsible for deciding the fate of Oregon's landscape, our rivers and streams,
and our wildlife.
 
With your dollars, OLCV will be working to ensure that candidates are elected, who will stand up for the
land, air, and water that make Oregon such a great place to live!
 
Please take a moment and give today!
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